Special needs children in Turkey
In Our country the same terminology has been used.

 We can define into two groups, physical and mental disorders. For physical disorders such as blinds we have special schools. They are taught by specially trained teachers. Almost in all cities we have such schools. These schools are run by the state. As well as schools for blinds we have also schools for deaf children. The same codes are applied for those as in   the blind’s school.

As for mental disorders we have dyslexia, dyscalculia, low IQ, autism and etc.

For diagnosing these disorders   firstly the ministry of national Education, hospitals, Guidance research centers and science and art centers are responsible.

When a child starts the school kindergarten or Pre School -if any mental problem has been recognized by the families – the observations start. The teacher of the class does first observations. But in some cases the families are well educated and they may recognize these disorders by themselves.

Another point is that in many hospitals the babies are observed during the pregnancy. Just after the birth (a week later) local medical centers observe the new born babies. Blood samples are taken from the heel and the samples are sent to bigger and central hospitals to diagnose for some disorders. This procedure is compulsory. If the families don’t agree to give these blood samples the families are made sign a document that if any disorders are seen they would finance all the expenses. After the samples are checked, if any disorders are found the results are sent to responsible health centers and families.

 Some disorders may not be diagnosed at a very early age, so these situations can be done by teachers.

 When a teacher has doubt about any mental disorder in a child’s behavior, he/ she start working with the PDR teacher (Guidance teacher). They have special checklists and in detail they are applied. Later in each city we have RAMs (Guidance and research centers) and in these places doctors teachers (specially trained) psychologists and psychiatrists work together. The students are sent there for further observations and according to the results, it is decided that they should be taught or educated separately or in public schools. If the problem is not so severe and if it is treated in a society it may be better for the child’s education, then they may go on their education in public schools. Sometimes they get special trainings and for those we have states schools and private organizations. The government finances these places. Even private organizations are financed for each child by the state.

