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Note that Special Needs Education is based on a quite recent law. Two years ago things were completely different. So, teachers are adapting to the new situation learning how to do their best in a country where filling in papers is (somehow) more important than anything else.

1. Define the terminology of special needs in your country
Special Needs in Portugal is only for those children with deep and lifelong structure and functional disabilities. These must be at least in two of different levels namely in: 

Communication and learning skills

Autonomy

Mobility
 Relationship 
Social activities
Attention deficit disorder

Autism

Mental disorder…
2. Which public or private organization is responsible for the diagnosis of children with special needs? 

Early identification is mostly the responsibility of the medical services such as the:

a)  Hospital (birth time)

 b) Health centres (newly – born and their mothers are followed for some time by medical services in the health centres which are, on the first hand, the  ones to notice that something is going wrong)

c) Private clinics (not very usual)
d) Schools (teachers used to have the most important role in this area.) 

Difficulties/disabilities are noticed and teachers ask the psychologist for an evaluation. School usually have a team with technicians and specialized teachers who decide if children have or have not handicaps according to the International Functionality Participation

The Ministry of Education provides special education teachers to support these children (6 years old up – compulsory age to begin their schooling.) 

3. At which age does a child get the diagnosis of special needs? 
●  From 0 up to 6 years old

 Hospitals, health centres and even by the school team evaluation in kindergartens  (pre – school time)
●  Up age 6

Special Education Needs teachers (the evaluation team)
4. Who provide, support and is responsible for children with special needs? 

This kind of support is usually made by a team. In Portugal from 10 years old up, children have about more or less 10 teachers but there is one who is responsible for the class and keeps in touch with parents – called «Director de Turma». So, nowadays it is the responsibility of the teacher of the 1st Cicle (from 6 up to ten years old children) or of the Director de Turma who coordinates the whole process (bureaucracies). When children have to consult a doctor a special needs teacher accompanies them which usually happens once in each six month.

Once a year the Ministry of Education sends somebody to the schools to check the procedures. 
5. What is the educational system of your country for pupils with special needs? 
Are there special schools, integrated classes or ordinary schools? Organization: Are there special schools, or are the children staying in the regular school? Is there a possibility to educate the children in a regular group or is the education in separated groups?

Children with special needs are integrated in regular classes with specific supports according to their handicaps and difficulties.
Once children with special needs enter compulsory schooling, they have an Individual Educational Plan which sets out the adaptations needed.

There are children with an Individual Programme because the adaptations needed do not fit within the national curriculum. They belong to a group/class but, in fact, they are often separated, working different things with specialized teachers joining the group only in specific areas such as Art and Physical Education.

With an Individual Programme there are also children, because of their deep disabilities, who join the group only for a short period of time (couple of minutes  a day) just in order to be socialized. 

There is another group with few adaptations so they follow the group/class all the time and have all the subjects and areas but they have special conditions for assessment (type of test, type of pupils' ways of expressing themselves, timetables, place and time of the test).

In Portugal pupils are only referred to specialist schools if they appear not to be able to reach their individual educational goals.

For those whose special needs can not be found in state schools there are some special schools: Centre Hellen Keller and Centre for children with Developmental Disabilities.    

Schools are provided by a group of specialised professionals like special education teachers, therapists, psychologist and mobility professional.

Nowadays it is becoming easier to ask for support because partnerships have been developed between private special needs schools and the states ones in order to provide specialised professionals. 

Schools try to establish partnerships with local enterprises to enable the learners to receive job training.

