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                  Questionnaire  « SPECIAL NEEDS»

                                         LATVIA

       1. Define the terminology of special needs in your country

                In Latvia there are two groups of children with special needs:

             ♦ children with physical disabilities:
              •  blind,
              •  deaf,
              •  somatic illnesses ( bone, lung  etc).
              ♦ children with mental disorders:
               •   psychoneurological ,
               •   psychological development delays,
               •   learning difficulties,
               •   attention deficit hyperactivity disorder,
               •   autism,
               •   sensory problems.
                                                     STATISTICS
At the moment there are 9793 children with special needs in Latvia. There are 63 special education schools providing elemenary education.

From the total amount of the children of school age in Latvia, 2% or 3880  are with mental disorders. Special pre-school education is available at 40 pre-schools.
Economic crisis, unemployment, insufficient  social support  - these all are reasons  which  make for existance of special schools.
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There are children with high IQ in Latvia, but they have got to attend comprehensive schools. It is possible, however, to develope their skills  in  the groups of  interest. Significant is  support of the  family and  its financial  means to provide for the further childs development.
Better situation is in capital of Latvia- Riga, where there are some  prestige state schools.
More than 10 years  in Riga is opened School for Gifted children. They have their classes on weekends.

Some schools near Riga provide Valdorf`s pedagogical ideas.
2. Which public or private organization is responsible for the diagnosis of children with special needs?

  Identification of any health problems is responibility of
    • hospital (birth time)

    • family doctor, when recognises any problem, forwards the child to the   specialist   ( any time after baby leaves the hospital after the birth)
    • family members

    • schools 
The age at which a child gets the diagnosis depends on when first the problem had been recognised.
    3. What is the educational system in your country?
     In Latvia the Education Law regulates the education system for children with                    

     special needs. The VIII section of the Law ~ Special Education~ notes the         

     content of teaching, duration, length of the lessons etc.( Normaly elemantary   

     education lasts 9 years but special education 10 years without the final tests)
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The state provides pedagogic medical commission (state commission) which defines the education programme according to childs disability. Also there are pedagogic medical commissions in the reagions. If there is any doubt about the conclusion of regional commission or there is a special case it is taken up in the state commission. However, it must be admitted that pedagogic medical commission has often formal approach.
  For the children wiht special needs it is advisable to turn to pedagogic medical commission at the age of 6-7 years( before the school starts). However, it can be done at any time during 1- 9 classes, conclusion being positive, a child continues education in the special school.
   Children with special needs are learning in:

· special schools

· special classes, which are organised in the comprehensive school ( in Cesis primary school class 5b is completely equipt – it is possible to move everywhere around with a wheelchair, enough pedagogic recources, there is special teaching programme)
· integrated in regular school and class which is accommodated for children with functional disabilities. Unfortunately there are very few such cases.
· Pre-school- there is a child in wheelchair attending Smiltenes kindergarten. A child has a teachers assistant who is all the time there for him.

· Home education- appointed by family doctor, approved by pedagogic medical commission. School provides a teacher attending a child at home for 1-2 years. There are not many such children.
There is also a programme by pedagogical commission which attempts to integrated the children with lower skills into regular schools but classes with  less amount of children ( 8-15). Pre-school teachers advice to start from the 1. class to learn counting, reading, communicating with others.
In our school we have such programme which is the same like in the regular class, difficulty being that the final tests are the same content in both programmes. Still, since 2007 there are allowances for dislexic children in their 3., 6., and 9. classes tests. Allowance being longer time for doing the test.
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4. When the school need help of an extern Professional, are there enough possibilities?

 Schools ( depending on finances) can involve supportive staff – psychologist, speech therapist, social educator). 
BUT! If the school has less than 250 children ( the case being almost in all countryside schools where there are 70-90 children), it is not possible simply becouse there is no money.

  This year it was possible to take part in European social fund Project and those schools in Smiltenes reagion which applied for it for 1 year are provided with the specialists.

5. How is the follow up when the children are leaving the school?

Latvias experience is that integrating children with special needs in mainstream is difficult or impossible becouse there are no preconditions for educating them.
Therefore it is a great hindrance for disabled children to  integrate in the society after the graduation.

 Usually family takes all the responsibility. Cases that a child in the wheelchair acquires higher  education and is  employed are very rare.
 In Latvia there is no supportive system for special education, consultative methodological work with parents and teachers.

Experience in Latvia is sad since a long time. Children with special needs are not seen in the society, they live in isolation. It is a heritage from Soviet Union`s totalitarian regime. And 20 years since Latvias independance are still too short to change general attitude.
  Nevertheless there is also a positive experience:

· Every year 2-3 new accomodated schools and nurseries are built,
· Every school building which is renovated must be acommodated for disabled ,
· Situation for children with special needs is better in the capital of Latvia and few bigger towns,
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· Europes experience is taken into account, applying for Europe`s funds finances (for example , cooperation with Norvey trying to introduce the consultative methodological system in Latvia, to improve the competence of pedagogic medical commission),
· Building the understanding that only very disabled child with no other possibility should attend special school. Change of values and breaking stereotipes.
P.S. IZM statistika par 2008./2009.m.g. stāsta, ka kopējais skolēnu skaits (t.sk. sākumskolās, pamatskolās, vidusskolās) ir 236223, t.sk. speciālajās skolās 8760, -2,7 %  -gandrīz 3%. Par  šo mācību gadu ziņu vēl nav, bet tendence ir skaidra
